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Linking Farmers' Associations with Financial Institutions 
  

 

  

Comprehensive Agriculture and Rural Development - Facility (CARD-F), in 

collaboration with AMA, organized the “Linking farmers' association with financial 

institutions event on August 08. 2018 in the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and 

Livestock. More than 70 farmers from different provinces and the representatives of 

Five MFIs participated in the event. 
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The main purpose of the event was to introduce and create linkages between CARD-

F’s established Farmers’ Associations and MFIs for access to finance. Through the 

event, both the representatives of Farmers’ Associations and MFIs had the 

opportunity to meet and discuss the products and services available and how to have 

access to these loans. Associations also had the opportunity to share their views 

and suggestions with regards to the products and services the MFIs currently offer, 

and move towards financial independence through connections with the 

microfinance sector. 

CARD-F is leading agricultural and rural development programs of the Government 

of Afghanistan, and with the help of DFID and DANIDA provides financial and 

technical support to rural communities in eight agricultural value chains in 14 

provinces of Afghanistan. CARD-F is currently in its 2nd Phase that ends in 

September 2018. As part of its program, CARD-F has created more than 70 

Farmers’ Associations and cooperatives and has continuously provided technical 

and financial support to their businesses. 

 

 

AMA Completed the Second Round of Women Internship Program 
 

  



 

Afghanistan Microfinance Association (AMA) successfully completed the second 

round of Women Internship Program through which 97 women interns completed six 

months of internship in Microfinance Institutions (MFIs) and Community-based 

Saving Promoting Institutions (CSPIs). With the completion of the 1st and 2nd round 

of the internship, a total of 184 interns completed their internship out of which 53 

have secured permanent jobs so far in the MFIs. It is hoped that the concerned MFIs 

will hire the remaining interns as soon as there are employment vacancies. 

The program provides opportunities for fresh graduated young females to learn the 

essential skills and knowledge to be able to secure jobs to start their careers in their 

field of expertise/interest. Similarly, it helps MFIs to recruit young female talents who 

are ready to utilize their theory into practice. 

AMA, through financial support of USAID's WIE - Promote project, implements the 

program. 

 

 

Success Story of Ghulam Aziz 
 

    

Ghulam Aziz is a 40-year old man living with his wife, and five children in the 

Khairkhana area of Kabul City. All of his children are attending school. Besides 

his own family, he also supports his parents, who are living separately. 
 



 

Gulam Aziz is from the Khan Abad District of Kunduz province. Due to lack of 

opportunities, he shifted to a nearby province, Takhar, with the hope of finding a 

better job and educational opportunities. Keeping this in mind, Ghulam Aziz 

subsequently moved his family to the capital, Kabul. 

In Kabul, he heard about microfinance and with the first loan of AFN 50,000 that 

he received from Kabul Islamic Investment & Finance Cooperative (IIFC), and 

AFN 100,000 of his own savings, he was able to open a small restaurant serving 

cooked fish. 

In the past six years, Gulam Aziz benefitted from ten loan cycles that helped him 

expand his business. The minimum loan size he received was AFN 50,000 and 

the maximum, AFN 250,000. Aside from fish, he is also cooking and selling Jalebi, 

a popular dessert among Afghans. 

With the gradual expansion of his business, Gulam Aziz recruited five employees 

to help him in his business. 

Initially, when he first arrived in Kabul, he lived in a rental house, but with the 

expansion of his business and growth of income, he was able to buy his own 

house. 

His current business generates a net income of AFN 30,000. Ghulam Aziz has 

plans to diversify into other types of food and hopes to be able to borrow in the 

future to open a fresh fruits shop. 

Ghulam Aziz believes that he played a key role in launching the IIFC branch in the 

Taimani area, where he currently has his business, by recommending and 

persuading numerous clients to approach this branch for loans and financial 

needs. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

Copyright © 2018 Afghanistan Microfinance Association (AMA), All rights reserved.  

-  

 

Our mailing address is:  

Afghanistan Microfinance Association (AMA) 

House # 552, Street 3, Taimani Project 

Kabul -  

Afghanistan 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  

 

 
  

  

 

 

 
 

file://///ama.us5.list-manage.com/vcard%3fu=52d09781a64a75695b679dbea&id=b1878b1804
https://ama.us5.list-manage.com/profile?u=52d09781a64a75695b679dbea&id=b1878b1804&e=ad48ee21a6
https://ama.us5.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=52d09781a64a75695b679dbea&id=b1878b1804&e=ad48ee21a6&c=29ea79b809
https://ama.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=52d09781a64a75695b679dbea&id=f7840467f9&e=ad48ee21a6
https://ama.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=52d09781a64a75695b679dbea&id=7a2f6fedaf&e=ad48ee21a6
mailto:info@ama.org.af
https://ama.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=52d09781a64a75695b679dbea&id=3518de4efe&e=ad48ee21a6
https://ama.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=52d09781a64a75695b679dbea&id=e86fc92943&e=ad48ee21a6
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=52d09781a64a75695b679dbea&afl=1

